Craniofacial morphology in the velo-cardio-facial syndrome.
The velo -cardio-facial syndrome is a recently delineated congenital malformation syndrome, probably of autosomal dominant inheritance. Previous reports have concentrated on facial, oropharyngeal, cardiac, speech, language, and psychological features of this fairly common syndrome. To date, no radiographic data have been presented which might help to further delineate the syndrome, nor has there been an explanation of the characteristic facial appearance seen in this syndrome. This current study reports on cephalometric evidence of platybasia (obtuse angulation of the cranial base) in the velo -cardio-facial syndrome. The finding of platybasia adds one more phenotypic feature to the syndrome and also may help to explain the facial features of retrognathia, malar flatness, and prominence of the nasal root.